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Former Childhaven Resident Honored 
 
In the last issue of the Newsletter we shared a letter written 
by former Childhaven resident, Erick Niiha. Erick lived at 
the shelter on and off for a period of 14 months during his 
teen years.  
 
Erick was recently recognized in Santa Fe when the New 
Mexico Legislature celebrated Behavioral Health Day at the 
Capitol. Eighteen individuals or groups were designated as 
local champions of behavioral health in their communities. 
The 18 “STARS” received certificates of appreciation 
signed by Governor Susana Martinez and Behavioral Health 
Collaborative CEO Linda Roebuck Homer.  
 
“The 18 STARS from across New Mexico are excellent ex-
amples of how their dedication and commitment to improv-
ing substance abuse and mental health services have made a 
difference in their communities,” said Roebuck-Homer, 
Collaborative CEO. 
 
“The STARS are involved in the behavioral health system 
in various roles as consumers, family members, advocates, 
providers, youth groups and even a community event. They 
represent the 18 Local Collaboratives covering all areas of 
the state”.  
 
“Erick, recognized for Behavioral Health Local Collabora-
tive 11, is a youth member and former resident of the Child-
haven Shelter. He focuses his participation on helping those 
youth who are still in the foster care system. He is a member 
of the Housing Leadership Group in Albuquerque where he 
currently resides.  
 
In an email to Childhaven staff regarding Erick’s award, 
Childhaven CEO, Erin Hourihan said, “It was so nice to see 
one of our kids, now 21, working to help other foster kids 
navigate the difficult child welfare system. He remembers 
Childhaven as his home and has many fond memories of the 
staff and other residents during his 14 month stay in our 
shelter. And, he is changing his major in college from Busi-
ness Administration to Social Work!” 
 
Congratulations to Erick Niiha for being recognized as a 
“STAR” and we wish we him all the best in the future! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the Roundhouse in Santa Fe: (Left) Childhaven CEO Erin 
 Hourihan, (Right) Award recipient Erick Niiha.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attending the Banquet: 
Row Left; Childhaven CEO, Erin Hourihan, Right: Erick Niiha, 

Seated: Left, Childhaven Staff member and friend, Everett 
Burkholder and wife Bonnie Burkholder  

 

20th Annual  
“More the Merrier Bike Ride” 
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 Memorial Gifts 
(from November 2010  through May 2011) 

In Memory of Alisa Brown 

Donated by: Citizens Bank 
 

In Memory of Betty Buffington 

Donated by: 
In Memory of Lionel Garrison 

Donated by: Brad Ryan 
 

In Memory of William Joseph Hourihan, Jr. 

Donated by: 
Ronald & Joyce Desgroseilliers 

 Peter & Lydia Stenzel 
Kelly & Melissa Lane 

Class of 1960, United States Military Academy 
 

In Memory of the Keyes Family 

Donated by: Jan Keyes 
 

In Memory of Martha Hynes 

Donated by: Jesse & Linda Averett 
Steve & Kathy Kellenaers 

 

Honor Gifts 
(November 2010 through May 2011) 

In Honor of Erin Hourihan 

Donated by: Perry & Sally Schoenecker 
 

In Honor of J.D. & Jane Kinsey 

Donated by: Steve Kinsey 
 

In Honor of  Orthopedic Associates  

Physicians: 

In Honor of 

Chuck Howard & Sharron Hannah 

Bert & Rebecca Hawbecker 

Dalton & Leona King 

Here is my gift of $_________________ for the 
Children Foundation to help support Childhaven 
and other  organizations that support at-risk youth.  
____   I am interested in making a monthly donation to the  
 Childhaven Foundation.  
____   I am interested in learning more about making a “legacy” 
 gift to the Childhaven Foundation. 
____   I am interested in establishing a bequest for the  
              Childhaven Foundation.                 
____   I would like to attend a  future tour and information  
            session at  Childhaven. 
 
Name________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
City________________State___________ Zip________ 
 
Phone___________________ Fax__________________ 
 

Childhaven Foundation tax exempt #: 31052 
 

Please make checks payable to the  
Childhaven Foundation 

807 W Apache St. 
Farmington, NM 87401 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters of  SJC 
Paul & Zola Brinkley 
Citizens Trust & Investment  
DKG 
Four Corners Miners &  
Prospectors 
Gordon & Marcia Glass 
Ray & Pat Holmes 
Charles & Billie Hopper 
Jackie House 
Sara Kaynor 
Kysar Insurance Agency 
Rebecca Larivee 

Jack & Patricia Little 
John Murphy 
Michael & Beth Philips 
SJC Board of Realtors 
San Juan Health Partners Clinic 
Managers 
San Juan Regional Rehabilita-
tion Hospital 
Dr. & Mrs. James Spence 
Tres Rios Properties 
Bruce & Elizabeth Volkerding 
Wapiti Energy Services 
Ziems Ford Corners 

Markus Garard, M.D. 

Doug Gurley, M.D. 

Dennis Kloberdanz, M.D. 

Jay Lucas, D.O. 

Tania Pence, D.O. 

Larry Ward, D.P.M. 

Childhaven Receives $25,000 Grant from  
 
 
 
 

The Childhaven Shelter and Family 
Support Services programs received 

the award to assist us in our work  
with traumatized children  

and their families. 
 

Thank You, Conoco Phillips!!  
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